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TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION, 6/13/74 

1. SUMMARY: BOTH SYRIAN DAILIES FRONTPAGE, BELOW FOLD, 

STORIES ON PRESIDENT NIXON'S ARRIVAL IN EGYPT AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES OF FIRST DAY. AL-THAWRA CARRIES LONG ARTICLE 
WITH EXCERPTS FROM WELCOMING REMARKS AND TOASTS AT STATE 
DINNER. AL-BAATH HAS SMALL PICTURE OF NIXON AND SADAT 
REVIEWING GUARD OF HONOR. BOTH PAPERS INDICATE TALKS BETWEEN 
TWO PRESIDENTS INCLUDED SITUATION IN MIDDLE EAST AND IMPROVED 
RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES INCLUDED DISCUSSION OF 

U.S. ECONOMIC PROJECTS IN EGYPT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN AL-THAWRA QUOTED FROM THE 
REMARKS OF BOTH PRESIDENTS TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN PROGRESS TOWARD PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND TOWARD 
CLOSER AMERICAN-EGYPTIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS. COVERING 
THE ARRIVAL CEREMONY ARTICLE POINTS OUT THIS FIRST OFFICIAL 
VISIT OF AMERICAN PRESIDENT TO EGYPT AND SAYS THAT ACCORDING 
TO ZIEGLER NO LESS THAN THREE MILLION PEOPLE, THE LARGEST 
CROWD AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT HAS EVEN SEEN, WELCOMED 
NIXON TO EGYPT. ARTICLE QUOTES BOTH PRESIDENTS AT THE 
AL-QUBBA PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. SADAT SAYS NIXON'S VISIT 

TO EGYPT "IS DISTINGUISHED SIGN ON THE ROAD OF DEVELOPING 
RELATIONS BETWEEN EGYPT AND THE UNITED STATES." NIXON IN 
TURN IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THIS POINT IN TIME "WILL BE 
REMEMBERED IN ALL CENTURIES AS ONE OF THE POINTS OF GREAT 
CHANGE WHICH EFFECTED THE HISTORY OF HUMANITY." SPEAKING 
OF AMERICA'S GOAL TO REALIZE PEACE IN THE WORLD, THE 
PRESIDENT SAID THE DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENTS BETWEEN EGYPT 
AND ISRAEL AND THEN BETWEEN SYRIA AND ISRAEL PROVIDE BASIS 
TO ACHIEVE MORE PROGRESS IN THE FUTURE. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE AT STATE DINNER PRESIDENT 
SADAT SAID "THE POLITICAL SOLUTION AND RESPECT OF 
PALESTINIAN NATIONAL DESIRES IS THE ESSENCE OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST PROBLEM... AND THERE IS NO ROAD TO PEACE WITHOUT A 
POLITICAL SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM." SADAT IS ALSO REPORTED 
TO HAVE SAID THAT THE FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE SINCE THE OCTOBER 
WAR HAS BEEN THE CHANGE IN THE AMERICAN ATTITUDE AND THAT 
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THIS NEW PAGE IN AMERICAN POLICY IS "A TRUE WITNESS THAT 
THE UNITED STATES HAS A VITAL INTEREST IN HAVING GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH ALL STATES IN THIS SENSITIVE REGION." ARTICLE 
CLOSES WITH A DESCIPTION OF VARIOUS MEDALS PRESENTED TO PRESI- 
DENT AND MRS. NIXON AND SECRETARY AND MRS. KISSINGER. THERE 
NO COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT NIXON'S REMARKS AT DINNER. 

4. DAMASCUS RADIO INCLUDES IN ALL OF ITS NEWSCASTS SMALL 
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ITEMS REPORTING PRESIDENT'S ACTIVITIES. AS YET. THERE HAS 
BEEN NO IN DEPTH COVERAGE ON SYRIAN TV; BUT BASED ON THEIR 
REQUESTS FOR FILMS AND DATA, WE KNOW THEY PREPARING ON HOUR 
PROGRAM TO BE BROADCAST DURING OFFICIAL VISIT. 

SCOTES 
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